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A federal Judge here baa issued an -■ . 
.extraordinary gag order that prevents A » 
Attorneys from releasing to the press 
Attain unrestricted and d*rfa««iftod 
documents that were gnus to the at* 

: tqrneys by the Central latoniguoce 
,Afeney In a civil suit ... ", llA 
The order, signed by US. District 
Judn June Green., was obtained by 
Justice Department - attorneys nearly 
si weeks after the CIA material was 


— at press 
fhdng any 


®B«by the agency invol 




the pretrial 
CIA to. 

Jthe 

neya on Dec. 

-.SWe, according to ACLU a 
the CIA was told that the material 
also would bpjnede public. f 

■' iDia ClA ahti Jnsttce Department at 
, tws lodged no objection at the 
I H ^ttoe, according to court 

tamed over to American CWl Liber* “fr* 1 ®* no- 

?la* Union lawyers. whan toe material was going to 

ACLU U representing Burner- The Armth,* \h t 

mi piSintiffs in the suit growing out , tba 

- ^ 0*- "Chaos" program. In which the th !? 3 j 

,C?A • and the National Security 

Atftncy agreed to monitor ovenoa^ * prt^e conference on J&o 91. A 
. t^JStoneoaBs and cable* of Spproxi- ' eJeaM ^ncernine the*, 

'•litfeiy IQlOOO radical groups of tndi- w * s Prepared by the 

.vUuals In; the late IMOa and early * ^^LU and atUched to the letter. 

Tjiuos. ;.^«tIco IJepartnmnt attorneys then 

^ w h™,™, ^a muestfor aprotecUveorter. 


Attfrneyi who have betn involved 
* finUcr litigation Mid th# order was 
c^traordlntry In that it applies to the 
plaintfffli fn the suit a a well as to at* 
!er*eySy*ad because it was sought af- 
. ter the material was turned over. 

They said they viewed the situation 
one In which the authority of attor- 
neys to release any materials they ob- 


eying such a manner of public re- 
lease of the materials by the attorneys 
wnsimproper. 

The Justice Department attorneys 
cited general court rules and Code of 
Professional Hesponsibiiity rules that 
prohibit Attorney* from making extra 
judicial statements that might inter- 
fere with a fair trial. Included In the 


U * a .**? ro V« h !«*•? « 00rt P roecssoa In Chaos suit is a demand^lhe 

iUfa foe a Jury tria^although none 
has been ^ *' • - 


any litigation has been questioned. 

The order can be circumvented at has been scbeduledand any ' trial 
aby time by merely attaching the doe* would n6t occur for months or even 

uaenta to any material that. the years. £ 

- ACLU derides to file in court In the in addition^ ‘the Justice Department 

fern 1 * .* p f" r, t . ,uailt ® 1 3 r the attorneys said the ACLU press release 


ACLU. will take that approach, how- 
■r, since such a filing might be seen 
in act of bad faith and tine* the 
, — W ia .being viewed as a teat of a 

~^*es ln^a* to gag lawyers and 

, '^ohn HJ! Shattuck II, director Vof 
the Washington office of the ACLU 
Thai, said that since he is a lawyer in 
,< the cSae be did not feel it was proper 
, ,to comment in any detail on the or- 
1 -*!££.2* ■"**> however, that the pig*- 
tifla are preparing documents seeking 
, ' Wge a higher comt to reverse Judge 
.Cneen’t order. 

r 1° moat cases where sensitive gov- 
-•t UuSnt documents may be Involved, 
tfcl agency makes a request at the 
Ifaa the material is turned over that 
ma documents be withheld from the 
public. No auch request was made in 
thU case, and the Justice Department 
*■ Concedes It has no legitimate grounds 
J keep these documents secret. 

• In numerous other cases, the ACLU 
J and other groups have released gov- 


t 


was a “characterization of the con- 
tents (of the documents) from which 
plaintiffs’ counsel derive a variety of 
highly charged and colored conclu- 
' lions.’’ 

When the documents eventually are 
filed In connection with n legitimate 
court proceeding, the Justice Depart- 
ment continued, “the federal defend- 
anta will have no objection to public 
access." 

ACLU attorney Shattuck said in an 
affidavit filed with the court that the 
documents at issue “reveal aspects of 
Operation Chaos which have not here- 
tofore been made public.” 

He said the plaintiffs had agreed 
that the documents should be released 
to the press, and said there had been 
no previous complaints by the govern- 
ment shout such public release of ma- 
terials. 

The ACLU argued that the pro- 
posed order — which was signed last 
Monday by Judge Green— was 

“extraordinary and sweeping." 


